The Library of Congress’ 
EARLY STATE RECORDS PROJECT 


converted from the original microfilm held by the 
Vincent C. Immel Law Library, Saint Louis University 


through the generous support of a grant from the 


Council on Library and Information Resources 


SFL A, MR wait P 


HOA y RAY an 


oe 


DoE 


u 


4 


(118676 


ARTOR LENCX AND 


SPECIAL Ja Gacoal- adel 
Te02 


JOHN B. N 


ao GOVERNOR 


TO THE 


OF IDAHO 


OF 


ELEVENTH SESSION 
TERRITORY 


EI Li, 


LEGISLATURE 


IDAHO 


OF THE 


eee + o a 


ot the Council and Fous of 

Repioentatuis The Act approved Jan- 

Wary 2S, ISSI. amending section one of the 

revenue liw whereby the tas devs fon 

‘Ternitonal purposes is largely reduced 

will cause you to be held m giatetul re- 
memnbrance by yout constituents 'Plis 
Act received very cateful consideration 

and was not adopted until the frends of 
the measure made Ho apparent that a sum 
adequate for all purposes wonld be real- 
vet But these estimates were based 
upon the assumption that the present 
prosperous condition of aflans im the Ter- 
uton woma continde and that there 
whhely to De a large merease oan the val- 
ne of taxable property within the next 
twovears The possibility of a depres- 
son an business, or a decline in the 
value of one or more classes of property 

tromi any case Whatever was not taken 
mto consideration T thee should be a 
falling off in the valne of our taxable 
property. the tax devs would be isufti- 
aent fo meet clurent expenses A con- 
siderable floating mdebtedness. drawing 
interest would thereby be ereated To 
meet such a contingency, F suggest the 
wisdoin of providing for the Jeyying of a 
small spemal fax, to be denominated a 
Sinking Fund, and which, it not required 
tor the purpose specified. shall be held in 
reserve for the redemption of the Territo- 
nal bonds matuning m 1885. It might be 
safe to postpone the beginning of such 
specail levy until the vear I883 but that 
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thin Legislative Assembly should adopt 
some measure of the hind, is. my judg- 
ment, wnperatively demanded There ex- 
misan the minds of many of om best eiti- 
zens an apprehension that so large a 
reduction ot taxes. äs has been made. is 
calculated to injuriously affect the present 
excellent credit of the Penitoiy To 
allay such fems. and avert a disaster that 
will be hurtful to the interests of the Ter 
ritory. P trust you may now supplemen 
the Actpehevine the people from acon 
suļerable burden of taxation by one ovi 
assurance to creditors. that then inferesi 
ae fo be carefully guarded A measu 
ot this hind would meet the approbatio, 
of all good citizens 
In concluding this subject. permit me te 
call your attention fo the fears very gen- 
erally entertained by wise, prudent birsi- 
hess men of the East, that the present 
mama for Wild faney speculations, is 
hihely to result m a most disastrous pani 
Every interest in this Territory would tn 
sensibly affected by7 such 2 catastrophe 
and [urge the wisdom of making provis- 
yon for the payment of our debts while we 
are Ina prosperous condition and abund- 
anty able to do so 


POPYGAMY 


To must again direct attention to the 
spread of polygamy in this Territory. 
under the fostering influence of the mor- 
mon church As the very reasonable oug- 
gestions contained in my communication 
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į jield implicit obedience to the 


delivered at the opening of yout session, 
have not yet been acted upon. I deem it 
proper to once more advert to the subject, 
and urge the immediate adoption of 
stringent measures to extirpate the evil. 
Polygamy is a doctrine of the mormon 
ehurch, and the practice is urged and 
made obligatory upon the members of 
the church for the purpose of binding, 


them more tirmly to the organization. ; 
The mormon leaders have shewdly cal- 3 g 
culated, that. by making of the society a ~ 
large community of interest in crime. its c 


members can be the more easily persuaded è 
and influenced to aid, in carrying into exe- 
cution the political schemes of the priest- 
hood. 

The more men and women induced to 
ente: into criminal relations, and the 
Iyger the number of children-born in 
such relations, the stronger the organiza- 
tion becomes. 

The law tee@ards the polygamist as a 
criminal, and all civilized society looks 


counsel” and the commands of the priest- 
hood. Polygamy to attract the sensual ; 
endowment 1obes, secret oaths. rude. bar- 
barous ceremonies and mummezries. to 
impress and awe the minds of the weah. 
ignorant and superstitious, are some of the 
methods, devices, ete., adopted to secme a 
spirit of“ oneness “ among the latte: day 
saints., It must be admitted the means em- 
ployed have been successful, and that a 
very powerful organization has been built 
upevery member of which professes to 
believe that theaesien of its leaders, to 
subvert.this government, and on its ruins 


' to erect a theocracy. will ultimately suc- 


ceeul. This May seem a w ild tantasy. bnt 
I submiti i in View of what has already been 
accomplished by, the mormon chuch., 
» Whether tit is. wis to longer ignore the 
fact that we have in ou iiNet a numerous 
sect, fully imbuéd with the idea that they 
me to rufe the land 

“i No migtaker_yegaid for that clause of 
the *Congtitution Which gnarantees to 


upon the pluial wife as a concubine, and every, pél sgy tketiigeht to worship God 


upon her children, to use the least often- 
sive term, as illegitimate. From the pen- 
nities imposed by the law, the polygamist 
kaaas goes for protection aud defense 
to the ehnich. Banished from and ostia- 
cised by all other society. the plural wife 
and her children turn instinctively to the 
same Institution for sympathy. and to hear 
those words of comfort and cheer so neces- 
sary to the contiding nature of women and 
children. 

Again The practice is calculated to 
diaw to the mormon chmech the most 
vicious and sensual classes of society. 

It is obvious. therefore. that polygamy 
isan clement of strength to the church. 
Those who are familiar with the political 
policy of the mormon church understand 
why all practices, devices, and ceremonies, 
ulculated to crush out manhood and in- 


‘dependence, have been incorporated into 


the mormon religious system. It is for 
thea purpose of moulding the minds of the 
members ot the church, so that they wil 
advice of 


“according to the dictates of his own con- 
‘scienve,? «should be permitted to stand 
in the “way. of a ngid enforcement 
of the Jaws “against those who 
insist thatit cohferg upon them license to 
commit cime. | The fact that the practice 
of polygamy tends to strengthen the mor- 
mon chyi¢h. and makes it more pow erful 
for the uegomplishment of the political as- 
pirations of its feadeys, renders it impera- 
tively necêssaiy that the practice be sup- 
pressed. .7 ” 

With polygamy completely crushed, the 
power of the priesthood will. to some ex- 
tent, be bigken, and ‘an advance made to- 
waid fhe fhsintegration of the church. 
That this ifust be the end, all agree who 
have given “the subject serious study and 
investigation ; ; but the people of this coun- 
tiy have not yet given the question the 
consideration necessary to convince them 
that the mormons are reaching for tempo- 
1al power in the United States. ‘They me 
making rapid stides towaid the attam- 
ment of that purpose on the Pacific coast. 
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Utah is completely under their con- 
trol, and by the “spreading out“ 
policy they are ,seeking to overrun and 
subdue the States of Colorado and Nevada. 
and the ‘erritories of Azizona, Idaho, 
New Mexico and Wyoming. It is cer- 
tainly time to recognize the situation, and 
provide by legislation for the severe pun- 
ishment of all who preach or practice 
polygamy, and all who in the name of re- 
ligion. seek to undermine the allegiance of 
citizens to the United States. So long as 
you tolerate the sort ot encroachments 
that are being made upon the Territory by 
the Utah theocracy, and permit polygamy 
to be practiced and tieasonable doctrines 
to be preached. you are fostering an ele- 


batity have been its protection—the coun- 
try believing a thing so absurd would 
more quickly fall to pieces if let alone— 
and for this reason, the efforts of the 
church to secure temporal power, have 
been regarded with indifference. But un- 
less this “peculiar people” renounce their 
criminal piactices, and political aims, the 
time must soon come when it will be the 
duty of the government to 1:oot out mor- 
monism. and all that the term implies. 
That such a conflict would end in the 
complete destruction of the mormon 
chuich, no sane person doubts. 

But, gentlemen of the Legislative As- 
sembly, itis not my purpose to urge the 
adoption of measures for the suppression 
of the mormon church. AHN that [now 


ment mimical to the peace and security of 
the Teritory. 

The Vatican never inaugurated more 1n- 
sidions, aggressive measures for the com- 
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desire is that, this sect be made to obey ^ v 
the laws, and that they shali not be per: g}? 


mitted to preach or practice crimes, nor?” z 
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plete union of church and state, than those 
set on foot by Biighain Young and other 
lenders of the mormons. If the Pope 
were to establish himself in one of om 
‘Territories, and from that point undertake 
to subdue the surrounding States and Ter- 
ritories, the people would speedily sup- 
press the attempt; yet the church of 
tome teaches no indecenies, but on the 
contiary.if all men were to follow its 
moral and religious instructions, the 
wold would be the better. IIow then has 
the mormon church, clothed in sensuality, 
succeeded in attaining such power and 
proportions? The question is not difficult 
to answer. its very giotesqueness and ba- 
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preach or teach doctrines ot hostility to 
the United States 

Tienew the suggestion heretotore made, 
namely, that the aid of Congiess be in- 
voked. nd such needed amendments be 
made to the laws of the Tenitory. as will 
secure the end sought. 

I have endeavored to clearly point out 
the situation to you. candidly and fairly. 
setting down naught in malice. It is for 
you to determine just what measures aie 
necessary to eradicate the evils disclosed. 

Respectfully, 
J. B. NEIL, 
Governor. 


E recutive Office, 
Bore City, Feb. 5, IS8S1. 
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